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COACHING FOR CONSERVATION 

Respect Yourself, Respect Others and Respect Botswana. 

 

OUR MISSION 

To conserve Botswana’s natural resources by using sport to engender self respect  
and inspire a generation of kids who care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATION’S CREDIBILITY 

Founded in 1989, the Botswana Predator Conservation Trust (BPCT) is directed by husband and wife team Dr JW ”Tico” McNutt and Lesley 
Boggs, MA. It is one of the longest running large predator research projects in Africa and one of only a handful of its calibre worldwide. Dr. 
McNutt’s long term research on wild dogs remains the definitive body of research on the species. The Government of Botswana, 
acknowledging that appropriate and necessary resource management cannot be undertaken in the absence of accurate information about its 
natural resources, has entrusted BPCT with the task of leading northern Botswana’s conservation and research initiatives on large carnivores 
and their associated habitats. In addition to Coaching for Conservation, their innovative social development program, BPCT has a unique and 
exciting new research project that combines biochemistry, chemical communication and behaviour. The Bio Boundary Project is an innovative 
research project aimed at deciphering the complex chemistry of natural scent marks used by free ranging wild dogs to signal territorial 
boundaries. The goal is to apply this chemistry to the management of the species in increasingly human dominated, fragmented habitats.  

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Coaching for Conservation is the primary social development program of the Botswana Predator Conservation Trust.  Our 
goal is to make sport synonymous with healthy lifestyles, respect for self, and respect for the natural world.  We aim to 
expand our influence with primary school children by continuing to provide international coaches and mentors to build skills 
and provide young people with a positive outlook on life and the future. An important part of our mission is to train young 
adult Batswana in the coaching skills and techniques that emphasize the importance of health, so that they become mentors 
for young people in their own communities. 

 

 

Experience in other countries has shown that organized sports programs in schools, villages and towns helps promote positive values. 
Coaching for Conservation provides important role models and mentors for young, rural Batswana. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Botswana’s young people are critical to the conservation of their country’s spectacular wildlife resources. Coaching for Conservation 
focuses on primary school children and aims to make sport synonymous healthy lifestyles and a conservation ethos. Activities include: an 
annual soccer camp where international soccer and conservation coaches train children using a specially designed curriculum; a school of 
excellence for talented youngsters; a year round education and training in sport, conservation and healthy lifestyles; and the development 
of a school-based conservation education centre to support these activities. Over the past six years the program has benefitted more than 
1300 children who have a better understanding of the importance of conservation and the value of a healthy lifestyle. Continuous 
evaluation through interviews and questionnaires shows that both organizers and participants consider the program to have had a positive 
influence on children’s behavior, and they are committed to its continued success. 
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HISTORY  
 

 
Coaching for Conservation is the product of many years of 
deliberation over the key question of how can we have the most 
impact with our conservation efforts. After 18 years of working in 
the field of endangered species research, it has become clear that 
sustainable resource management by the citizens of Botswana can 
stem only from an essential shift in fundamental values; Respect 
for oneself, the environment, and a positive outlook for the 

future. The Botswana Predator Conservation Trust has supported 
the self-managed Shorobe village football club for the past seven 
years. Through financial assistance, general support, and 
enthusiasm, the Botswana Predator Conservation Trust has built 
positive relations with the residents of Shorobe village who have 
come to view the research program as their partners. It was this 
relationship and the realization of the power of sport that lead to 
the birth of this important initiative that links development and 
health education to wildlife conservation through organized sport.  
In 2003, Ashley Hammond, director of the successful US-based 
soccer company Ashley’s Soccer Camps, offered to collaborate in 
the linking habitat and endangered species conservation with 
sports development and coaching.  He has involved professional 
football coaches from the US to help build a sports development 
program for primary school children and community football clubs 
in northern Botswana.  The two organisations have combined 
their commitment to conservation of Botswana’s wildlife, their 
love of organized sport, and their desire to help to improve the 
lives of the many young Batswana in the areas around Maun. 

 

Without the attention and interest of the local young people, Botswana’s conservation aims and the future of Botswana’s spectacular 
wildlife resources will remain uncertain. 

THE PROGRAM 

PRIMARY SCHOOL SOCCER CAMP  

The main goal of the Coaching for Conservation program is to create an exceptional football program for young school-age boys and girls to 
engage them and get their attention.  Participants are taught basic sports and life skills while they learn about wildlife and conservation.  The 
flagship program of Coaching for Conservation is the annual weeklong primary school soccer camp. This has grown out of our first official 
program in 2004 that consisted of two coaches from the USA running a two-week football clinic in our sponsored village of Shorobe for 20 kids.  
In 2008, we offered the program to all 18 primary schools in Maun and had the participation of nearly 500 children!  We are expecting 800 in 
2009. Importantly, weekend coaching clinics are provided for all school teachers and coaches of local teams to enable them to re-enforce 
learned skills and values throughout the year. 

 

 
 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

2008 marked the year that we developed a specialized curriculum to tangibly link sport to wildlife conservation. 
The idea is that we are not just playing soccer; we are using soccer as the mechanism to change kids’ fundamental 
values about health, respect for themselves and respect for their environment. The curriculum links skills learned 
on the field to these important life skills. (For example; passing = sharing, tricks and skills = independent thought).  
The curriculum package also allows teachers to take the skills back into the classroom and reinforce the values 
throughout the year. 
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THE ACADEMY 

The Academy is a newly developed program of coaching for talented young primary 
school footballers in order that they may reach their full potential and see some 
reward for their efforts. Coaches facilitate weekly training sessions that develop the 
players individually in a wide range of football skills and reinforce the core values of 
the Coaching for Conservation program. We hope to extend this pilot program to a 
year-long program for primary school footballers.  

 

 

CONSERVATION EDUCATION CENTRE 

Last year, with the help of a University of Southern California student group called 
A.L.I.V.E. (Always living in View of the Environment), Coaching for Conservation laid the 
foundation and built the walls of the Maun Conservation Education Centre.  

With further development, the Maun Conservation Education Centre will provide an 
enormous resource and benefit hundreds of Maun children. The centre will host class 
trips from local primary schools and offer books, videos, microscopes and computers to 
transform conservation education into an exciting and engaging subject. It will also 
become an educational support for local teachers to help them teach conservation in 
their classrooms.  

 

THE IMPACT 

The program has resulted in a uniquely successful collaboration between international, national and local organisations. More than 1300 
children who have participated in the program have acquired an understanding of the importance of conservation and the value of a healthy 
lifestyle. Continuous evaluation through annual interviews and questionnaires shows that both organizers and participants consider the 
program to have had a positive influence, and they are committed to its continued success.  

In 2009 we hope introduce basketball clinics with the help of a handful of ex-NBA players to encourage more girls to participate and expand 
the program capacity to nearly 800 children. The development of a C4C teaching unit will allow the program to reach beyond the sports field 
and into the classroom, and the continuation of the Conservation Education centre will provide year round resource support. 
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LEADERSHIP 

Lesley Boggs McNutt, MA Director of 
Coaching for Conservation developed 
Coaching for Conservation as a fun way of 
educating young people to help conserve 
Africa’s large predators and their habitats. As 
an anthropologist, she has been working in 
Botswana for nearly 20 years on resource 
management, human- wildlife conflict, and the 
relationships between protected areas and the 
adjacent lands. Finding ways to conserve large 
predators while protecting rural peoples’ 
livelihoods has been the specific focus of 
Lesley’s work 

Ashley Hammond; owner and director of 
Ashley’s Soccer Camps, based in Montclair 
NJ, has unusual dual passions: one for 
soccer, the other for endangered species 
conservation. Coaching for Conservation 
has successfully adopted his model of using 
young people’s passion for sport to ignite 
an interest in important global conservation 
issues. 

Keith Marshall is an exceptional new 
addition to our team. Conservation 
Education Curriculum Designer, Educator 
and Facilitator: Keith’s role extends from 
research and design, planning, curriculum 
development, workshop design and 
facilitation, fundraising, mentoring, coaching 
and facilitation of all program volunteers 
and staff on site. 

Selabetso Keabetswe is a local 
Matswana who has been seconded by 
the Botswana local government to 
work with the program for one year. 
He is a valuable partner in Coaching 
for Conservation. He is dedicated to 
both education and sport. He is a 
primary school teacher as well as an 
avid football coach, leading the 
regional Botswana Football 
Association School of Excellence and 
various other coaching positions. 

  

FUTURE AND DEVELOPING PROJECTS 

Coaching for Conservation has delivered significant results over the past six years and plans to build on this success through the following 
additions to the program: 

1. Appoint a local sports facilitator, educator and coach, to help provide support to students and staff throughout the school year. 

2. Introduce basketball to expand the program draw and capacity and encourage more girls to participate. Discussions with NBA 
players have been successful and, funding dependent, this initiative will happen during 2009. 

3. Purchase land and equipment to create a dedicated site for Coaching for Conservation activities. 

A significant milestone for the program was the recent purchase of a twenty-seat mini-bus that has enabled the program to continue 
developing the yearlong Coaching for Conservation program. The mini-bus provides the vital logistic link between the primary school students 
and the coaches in the coaching program. 

OUR SUPPORT 

PARTNERS 

Wild Entrust International, Tusk Trust, A.L.I.V.E., Painted Wolf Wines, Ashley's Soccer, Timeless Africa and Epic Education 

DONORS 

Organizations and Foundations: Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, Woodland Park Zoo, World University Service of Canada, Calgary Zoo, 
Zoological Society of Philadelphia, National Geographic Society, The Angel Fund, Rocky Mountain Wine & Food,  Classic Escapes, Wilderness 
Safaris 
Private Donors: Darlene Anderson, Lee & Juliet Folger, Rodney Fuhr, Teresa & Stuart Graham, Bill Robinson, Doug & Janet True, Nathan & 
Rosemarie Myhrvold and the many other individuals who contribute through our partners. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP  

Coaching for Conservation would not be possible without the generous support of many individuals and organizations. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for donors to make a significant contribution to both conservation and human health in an important part of the world.  We 
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welcome and encourage your support; every bit counts. There are several ways that you can help the program this year. For example, 

Á Sponsorship for a local coach or team 

Á Athletic (basketball and football) equipment 

Á Travel costs or donated airline points for coaches 

Á Sponsorship of promotional items for participants such as hats, water bottles and t-shirts 

Á Prizes, gifts and donations 

Á Funds for operations and staff 

Á Donate a meal (for 700!)  

 

PUBLICITY OFFERED 

BPCT is committed to disseminating information about our work locally and more widely throughout the world. Our research findings are 
published in peer reviewed journals and presented at scientific conferences. Regular talks are given at prestigious safari camps in the 
Okavango Delta. Internationally we are frequently invited to lecture at universities and zoological societies and have published widely in 
popular magazines including Africa Geographic, Wildlife Conservation Magazine and many other wildlife, travel, airline, and general interest 
publications. The Trust’s wild dog research was the subject of a National Geographic cover story in May 1999 photographed by Chris Johns. 
BPCT has been involved in several wildlife films, including the award winning BBC documentary ‘Newkie - A Wild Dog Story’ and most recently 
collaborating with the BBC during the filming of the Planet Earth Series.  

FURTHER INFORMATION  

For further information on this program and the Botswana Predator Conservation Trust please visit www.bpctrust.org – our program site and 
Wild Entrust International at www.wildentrust.org - our US based Public Charity with 501

©
(3) tax exempt status.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.bpctrust.org/
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